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Nov. 3, 1995
UM WINS $560,000 FEDERAL GRANT TO TRAIN
ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY GRADUATE STUDENTS
MISSOULA A $560,000 federal grant will allow graduate students to take research knowledge from the
lab into the field to help agencies that manage the vast wilderness areas surrounding The
University of Montana-Missoula.
The National Science Foundation grant will fund the study, research and internships of five
doctoral students in conservation and environmental biology for five years. The grant was
awarded to the Organismal Biology and Ecology Program in UM’s Division of Biological
Sciences.
UM will contribute an additional $165,000 to the Training Within Environmental Biology
Program, which offers students a rare combination of academic expertise and public resource
management opportunities, said Penny Kukuk, research associate professor of biological sciences
and a director of the project. Carol Brewer, assistant professor, and Fred Allendorf, professor,
are co-directors of the project.
The Training-WEB program will offer a new approach to graduate training by giving
students broader experience, Kukuk said. Students who complete the program will have the skills
and flexibility to work in a wide range of careers in academia or with public and private
organizations. The program will combine coursework and cutting-edge research with internships
in government agencies, private organizations and companies that directly affect environmental management.
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"Our goal is to train students who are creative, skilled scientists, flexible thinkers, and able
to work collaboratively with a variety of scientists and decision-makers in academia, government,
private enterprises and environmental education," Kukuk said. "The internship is designed so that
students have the opportunity to get out and work with other agencies as part of their graduate
training."
Kukuk said the program will give students the opportunity to be involved with agencies,
companies and organizations that are responsible for managing the huge expanses of federal, state
and public lands near UM. In addition, extensive working relationships already are in place
between UM faculty and organizations involved in environmental resource management and
conservation, such as the Flathead Biological Research Station, the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, the Lee M etcalf National Wildlife Refuge, the Montana Natural History Center,
Ninepipes National Wildlife Refuge and Yellowstone, Grand Teton and Glacier national parks.
Recruitment of students is under way for the program, which will begin with the 1996-97
academic year. The grant will give a significant boost to the Division of Biological Sciences’
graduate education program, Kukuk said. "The University will gain five additional graduate
students that we would not have been able to fund otherwise," she said.
The program will address two major issues facing graduate education in the sciences
nationwide: narrow training by traditional graduate school programs and a high drop-out rate,
Kukuk said. The internships will provide broader training, while a mentoring program and
monthly student meetings will be aimed at decreasing drop-out rates and helping students progress
through the program in a timely manner, she said.
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The application process for the grant was highly competitive, with only 18 percent of the
200 applicants’ grant requests funded, Kukuk said.
"This speaks well of the graduate program in organismal biology and ecology here at The
University of Montana," she said. "Receiving this award indicates that our faculty is of
exceptionally high quality. This will help us recruit the best students for the program."
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